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oreword
Ishida Hakyo committed his life to haiku, or seventeen-syllable
(Japanese) poems and continued to take the initiative in haiku
circles after the Second World War. His achievement was
supported by the dedication of his wife, Akiko.
Akiko began to compose haiku around from 1959 under the
influence of his husband, a haikuist, and left many excellent works.
Her works unintentionally included haiku composed in reply to
ones by Hakyo and conversational haiku between them. Some of
them emphasize strong bonds of their marriage.
This exhibition includes “Somon-ku” , romantic exchanges of
haiku between Hakyo and Akiko, photos, panels and materials of
their own handwritings. Through this planned exhibition, we’ d
like to think back to the way they followed.
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— Exhibition 1 : Hakyo & Akiko: an encounter ~ marriage
Hakyo and Akiko met each other in 1942 through the introduction
by NAKAMURA Kinrei, a haikuist, living in Edogawa-city.

In June, 1942, they had a wedding on the Gunjin Kaikan (present
Kudan Kaikan), and then they went on their honeymoon to lkaho
hot springs. At that time, Hakyo had only a new hand towel and a
collection of poems “Dotei (Journey)” by TAKAMURA Kotaro. She
recalled later, saying; “Upon seeing his belongings, | thought he
should be a real poet.”
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— Exhipition 2 : the Second World War ~ life in Suna-machi

In 1943, Hakyo and Akiko had the long-awaited first child, the
eldest son “Nobuo” . It was, however, a transient joy, and a draft
notice was delivered to him. Hakyo, with initial symptoms of
tuberculosis in those days, was assigned to the front, and
therefore, his worsening condition depressed him so much that he
only waited for death.

Hakyo miraculously escaped death, but he was not strong enough
to stand a soldier. Shortly after that, he was discharged from the
military service and taken back to Tokyo. Akiko visited Hakyo with
their son, and finally the parent and child did meet again.

In 1945, when the war ended, Hakyo' s family was in Saitama,
their place of refuge. One year later, they returned to Suna-machi
again, and started their new life.
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